THE VICAR’S WRITES:

I visited a friend of mine recently who has just returned home from hospital. At the age of eighty four he had spent two months in various wards. He made this comment, ‘the young people – the nurses and doctors - were so caring. It made me think about my own youth – mine was a generation formed by war and the fear of war. By and large we were not so caring.’ Quite a comment to make. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the Afghanistan campaign is now longer the First and Second World Wars added together, and the personal experience of having a son who is a soldier, at the age of fifty –seven my life has been one of peace . It is very difficult to imagine the experience of my friend’s generation growing up in the shadow of the First War and whose teenage years were full of the threat of fascism abroad and depression at home. The stable prosperity of my lifetime is, historically speaking, almost unparalleled in European History. But its foundation is War.

Few people would argue that present prosperity and peace is not the outcome of the past conflicts we commemorate on Remembrance Day. The sheer scale of loss and the cost to communities is still reflected in the poppies we all wear. They are personal signs of personal or family remembrance, and they provide evidence to pain and anquish beyond measure. It is now nearly one hundred years after the beginning of the First World War and it  becomes ever more important to remember those who have died or have been wounded. Their pain and sacrifice is the price of our peace and prosperity. As the poem says ‘for your tomorrows we have given our todays.’
COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

The First of this month sees the Feast of All Saints ( in old English ‘All Hallows – making 31st October All Hallows Eve – Halloween ) When the church celebrates the Church Triumphant in heaven, this is followed by All Souls Day on the 2nd November when the church remembers before God the faithful departed asking that he will in his Love and Mercy fulfill his perfect purpose in them. If you would like someone remembering in the prayers then please write their names clearly in the booklet you will find in church. Better still come to one of the special times of prayer and worship. Sunday 30th 6.00pm at Witham on the Hill; Tuesday 1st November 7.30pm at Edenham and Wednesday 2nd 9.00am at Swinstead.
THREE PARISHES CHOIR

The ‘ Dibley Singers’ begins practising for the Advent and Christmas Carol Services on  6th November at 4.30pm to 5.30pm at the Vicarage ( if cold) Edenham Church ( if warm) and subsequently on the 13th and 20th in preparation for the Advent Carols on the 27th at 6.00pm. No auditions but enormous amounts of fun and music making. For details ring 01778 591358.

ST ANDREW’S DAY

Witham on the Hills Patronal Festival on the 30th November will be marked by a special service at 6.30pm followed by Dinner at the Toft House ( £10 per head). Please sign up in church or ring 590433 or 591358.

EDENHAM CHRISTMAS COLOUR!

For decorations this year will be read!

NEWS FROM THE REGIONAL HOUSE.

At the time of writing the builders are putting the finishing touches to the paths and beds. It looks spectacular. The next job is the levelling and reseeding of the lawn and the planting – among which will be hundreds of bulbs – if you would like to help plant them please have a word with Fr Andy 591358.

All are welcome to the next days on the Regional House Programme

FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER

‘REST ETERNAL GRANT UNTO THEM, O LORD’

The Revd Margaret Saunders – hospital Chaplain in Lincoln. Leads a quiet day for All Souls tide – reflecting on the experience of living with death in the light of the resurrection. Suggested Contribution £12.50.

FRIDAY 2nd DECEMBER

‘ A GREAT AND MIGHTY WONDER’

The Revd Peter Garland, leads a day using art to approach and contemplate the mystery of the Incarnation of Our Lord.

Suggested Contribution £12.50.

PATRICK HAWES - CONCERT
Patrick Hawes is perfoming with Laura Wright ( Soprano) and the Raven String Quartet on Saturday 26th November at 7.45pm in St John’s Church Peterborough. Special ‘mates rates’ tickets available from the Vicarage 01778 591358 at £10.
